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EX choſen vine of his goſpel amõg vs, 


The Preface. 


E fatherly care and goodneſſe 
F=F| FAN which Almightie God by his Pro- 
e phetes in many places declared 
4 vnto his people, neuer appeared 

4 Poop 
| more abundantly toward any na- 
tion, then of late yeeres it hath 
done toward this Realme of Eng- 


land. For when we were in thral- 


5 


dome and captiuitie vnder the tyrannie of Rome, & ca- 
ried away with the falſe worſhipping of God, he, by our 
gracious Souereigne, deliuered vs: he _—_ the elect 


y law & autho- 
ritie: he raiſed vp ſeruants to digge & delue about this 
vineyard that it might proſper: he hath cõtinually fen- 
ced vs from our enemies on all ſides, by his gracious & 
8 prouidence: beyond the — of mans poli- 
cie he hath reuealed their conſpiracies, defeated their 
urpoſes, and made fruſtrate their counſels & deuiles : 
— ath erected a watch tower of wiſe and godly go- 
uernment: he hath ſhed downe from heauen, and bleſ- 
ſedvs with his manifold graces, aſwel of ſpirituall gifts, 
as of all plentie of earthly creatures. And for theſe his 
manifolde benefites, he hach looked for ſome fruites at 
our handes according to our dueties, that his name by 
our good doings — be glorified: but as the worlde 
ſeeth, & our one conſciences accuſe vs, we haue yeel- 
ded little other then ſower & vnſauorie grapes, vnplea- 
ſant vnto God, and mouing him to wrath — vs, 
that is, contempt of his word, worldly ſecuritie, infide- 
litie, hipocriſie, vſing religion only for a ſne we, and diſ- 
honoring the name of God and profeſſion of the Goſ- 
pell in deede, with the practiſe of all maner of wicked- 
neſſe. Seeing therefore his mercie & goodnes wil not 
allure vs, the Arme of his iuſtice will be ſtretched out a- 
| A. ü. gainſt 


— — — — 
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gainſt vs: For lie can abide nothing leſſe then the con- 

tempt of his worde and mercifull calling. Remember f | 
the wordes of God vttered by Ieremie the Prophete in 
the 7. Chapter, Becauſe you haue done all theſe workes, and I 
roſe vp early and ſpake vnto you, but when I ſpake, you woulde 
not heave neither when I called, would ye anſwere: T 2 
will I do unto thus houſe, whereupon my Name is called, mhere- 
in alſo ye truft,euen to the place which I gaue to you, and to your 
fathers,as I haue done to Silo, and I wil caſt you out of my ſight, 
as I haue caſt out all your brethren,e+c. Let vs therefore re- 
member our ſelues in time, & call vpon God with ear- 
neſt repentance, before he turne his Ece cleane from vs: 
let vs —— the good counſell of the bleſſed Prophet 
Clp.55- Eſay, Seele the Lorde while he may be founde, call vpon him 
while he ts nigh vs : let the wicked man forſake his wicked 
wayes, and the euill man his naughtie cogitations, and returne 
vnto the Lord, c& he will haue mercie vpon vs. Let vs returne 
Into God: for he ts ready to forgiue. Lea, God himſelfe cal- 
| leth vs by the prophet Ioel: Turne vnto the Lorde (ſaith 
he) with all your CER: with weeping, and with 
mourning, rent your hearts and not your clothes, & turne vnto 

the Lord your God: For he is gractous & merciful,ſlow to anger, 5 
and of great kindnes & repenteth himof the euill that he hath | 

wrpoſed . Let vs therefore imbrace the mercie of God 
while it is offred:he hath not yer ſtretched out his arme 
againſt vs: only as a merciful father he hath ſhaken the 
rod of his iuſtice toward vs, to wake vs out of the deepe 
{lumber of our ſecuritie. The Lord God graunt, that in 
time we may take warning thereby, and not harden our 
hearts, and male ſtiffe our neckes againſt our gracious 
God. Theſe are therfore in the feare of God to charge 
the watchmen ofthe Lords citie, diligently & careful- 
ly to ſounde the Trumpet in Sion, to gather the people 
together, to teach them in ſackcloth & aſhes to repent, 
to will them inwardly to rent their hearts and not out- 
| wardly 
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wardly their garments onely: ſanctifie the congregati- 
on, aſſemble the elders, cal the yong ones, & euen thoſe 
that ſucke the breaſt. Let the 8 & his ſpouſe, 
let them that liue in delicacie and pleaſure ofthis liſe, in 
what ſtate or condition ſoeuer they be, high or low, caſt 
away their mirth & ſolace, and come and weepe & crie 
with bitter repentance before the mightie God, ſaying, 
Spare thy people (O Lord) and giue not thine heritage 
& beloued vineyard into 3 * „that the wicked ſeed 
of Antichriſt rule ouer it. Let not the enemies of thy 
truth, ſay among thẽſelues, Where is now their God, in 
whom they hee put their truſt > Then vndoubtedly wil 
the Lord be ielous ouer this land, and ſpare his people, 
E the Lord will anſwere, and ſay vnto his people, Be- 

oldeI wil ſend you corne, and wine, and oyle, and you 
ſhall be ſatisfied therewith, and Iwil no more make you 
a reproch among mine enemies, and Iwil remoue farre 
from you the Northerne armie, that is, the Antichriſti- 
an power, and I wil driue him into a land barren and de- 
ſolate, with his face toward the Eaſt ſea, and his ende to 
the vttermoſt ſea, & his ſtinke ſhal come vp, and his cor- 
ruption ſhall aſcende, becauſe he hath exalted himſelſe 
againſt the truth of God. Fearenot(O land) but be 2 
and reioyce, for the Lord wil doe great things for thee 
This godly admonition was giuen to the prince, prieſts 
and people, with great zeale and earneſtnes by Ioel the 
prophet in the dayes of that good king ecluah, and is 
the only way to turne away the wrathof God from vs, 
and to obtaine the continuance of his gracious good- 
nes toward vs, & his diuine protection ouer us, in al our 
difficulties and diſtreſſes. 

That therefore this admonition or exhortation may 
take the better effecte in mens hearts, it is ordered and 
ſtreightly charged, that in euery pariſh where there is a 
preacher allowed by the „ that cuery Sunday 

lll, in 
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in ſome publike Sermon, he ſhall put the people in re- 


membrance of Gods exceeding benefites & bleſſings 
beſtowed vponvs theſe many yeres, & of our vnthank- 
ful receiuing & vſing ofthe ſame, & exhort them to ſin- 
cere & true repentance, & that in ſuch ſort, as they de- 
clare the inward affection oftheir hearts, with the out- 


ward exerciſes of prayer, faſting, and almes deedes, that 


the world may teſtiſie & ſee that they truely returne to 
their Lord God. In other places where ſuch ſufficient & 
diſcreete preachers be not, the Miniſters vpon the ſame 
daies ſhal reade ſome part of theſe Homilies folowing, 
diſtinctly and — , that the peopſè may be mo- 
ued thereby to the effect of that which is before men- 
tioned, Moreouer, vpon the Wedneſdayes and Fry- 
dayes, the Miniſters in euery pariſh ſhal ſay Diuine ſer- 
uice morning and euening in ſuch ſort, as hereafter fo- 
loweth. At which Seruice, one of euery houſe in the pa- 
riſh ſhall be preſent. And if either the Miniſters ſnalbe 
— *. in doing their dueties appoynted vnto them 
in this ſeruice, or the people 2 in comming 
or reſorting to this godly exerciſe, the Churchwar- 
dens and other diſcreete men of the Pariſhare required 
to complaine thereof vnto the Ordinary, that the ſlack- 
neſſe of eche partie may be corrected. The people alſo 
at eche time of aſſemblie would be er 


to make their charitable contribution to the 
reliefe of the poore, at the leaſt ac- 
cording to the order of 
the Statute. 
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The order of this Booke. 


Fzauz the Confeſſion, as it is in the Booke of Common paper, „ 
— ſentences of Scripture ſet befoze 


. | 
Pſalm, — A xxv. xxxi. xxxiiii. _ | 
xxxviit. li, f 4 cxltit, : 
„„ nu Pers Sr 
Eſat.v, Ivite. lix, Irv, 


ohn, tit. 
Then the Letanie, nich he prayer appopntedtobe ſayve in he 4 
time ol dearth and famine: and the next Payer following foz the | 
time of Marre. 

And if there be a conuentent nomber of hearers vpon any of the 
wozkedapes in the Church, then one of theſe Homilics may bee 
read, if there be no Sermon. 


ze In Homilieof repentance, and of true 


reconciliation vnto God. 


th 0 muy eee 


the 
nomarnell wh. 
Pom ann 
diſobedience, hoꝛribly 


kal a⸗ 


ſary i the Church of ok 
in 
— 4 


the holy 
in the Actes ſpeake after this maner: 
nefled both to the Jewes and to the Gentiles, the 
repentance towardes God, and fa 8 
our Loꝛde Jeſus Chzift, Did not — — = 


Zacharias ſonne, beginne his the 
doctrine of repentance, ſaying, Kepent, fo2 the Marh.4. 
kingdome of God is at hande? The like doctrine 
rem aan 


The Sermon 


and commanded his Apoſtles to pꝛeach the ſame, 

J might here alleadge very many places out of 
the Pꝛophetes, inthe which this molt wholeſome 
doctrine of is veryearneſtly vrged, as 
molt needefull foz all degrees and oꝛders of men, 
but one ſhalbe ſufficientat thispzelenitime, 

Theſe are the woꝛds of Joel the Pꝛophet. There⸗ 
foe alſonowe the Loꝛde ſayeth, Keturnevntome 
with all your heart, with faſting, weeping, and 

rent your hearts and not your clothes, 

and returne vnto the Lozde your God, fo hee is 
gratious and full, owe to anger, and of 
great compaſſion , and readie to pardon wicked- 
— —— it is giuen — to — that 
haue here a perpetuall rule appoyn > 
whichought to beeobſerued and kept at all times, 
and that there is none other way whereby the 
wrath of God — — pacified , and his anger al⸗ 
ſwaged, that the fierceneſle of his furie, and the 
—— deſtruction, which by his righteous 
thee hath determined to bꝛing vpon vs, 

map depart, bee remoued and taken away, where 
he ſayth, But nowe ſayththe Lozde, re- 
turne vnto mee: It is not without great impoꝛ⸗ 
tance, that the Pꝛophet ſpeaketh ſo. Foꝛ hee had a⸗ 
koꝛe ſet tooꝛth at large vnto them, the hoꝛrible ven- 
geance of God, which no man was able to abide, 
and therefoze hee doeh moue them torepentance, 
to obtaine mercie, as it᷑ hee ſhoulde ſay, J will not 
haue theſe thinges to be fo taken, as though there 
were no hope ol grace left. Foꝛ although pee doe by 
ſinnes deſerue to bee vtterly deſtroped, a God 

his righteous iudgementes hath determined to 
bꝛing no mal deſtruction vpon you, yet nowe that 
pe are in a maner on the very edge of the ſwozde, if 
ye 


of repentance. 


wil ſpeedily returne vnto him, he wil moſt gent⸗ 
hope mercifully recetue pou into fauour a- 
— are admontſhed,thatrepentace 
liththat 8 OC be called = 

odinthe 

Father,doubtleſle he dotth followe the nature and 
pꝛopertie of gentle and mercitull fathers, _- 
ſeene nothing ſo much, as the returning 
and amendement of their childꝛen, as doeh 
— inthe Parable ofthe — 
onne. . 
P „J will not the death ot the wicked, but 
hee turne from his wicked wayes and liue? 


nother „Ik wee conkelle our ſinne, Lohan. 
ä — righteous to fozgiue vs our 


Which molt comfoztable pꝛomiſes are confirmed by 
manyer softheſcriptures. When the Jewes 
did willingly receiue and embꝛace the wholeſome 
counſell ot the Pꝛophet Eſai, God by a by did reach E6i.z7. 
his helping hand vnto them, and by his angel, did 

n one night llaye the moſt woꝛthie and valiaunt 
ſouldters of Sennacheribs campe. Whereunto 


maykingManaſſes be added, who after all maner p.; 


ofdamnabie wickedneſle,returned vnto the Lozd, 
and therefoze was heard of him, and reſtozed a⸗ 
gaine into his kingdome. The ſame grace and fa- 


Luke. f. 


4 


uour did the ſinnefull woman Magdalene, Ja⸗ Luke.7.rs. 


cheus, the pooꝛe theefe, andmany other feele. All 
which thinges ought to ſerue fo2 our comfozt a- 
ainſt the temptations ot our conſciences, where- 
the deuill goeth about to ſhake, oꝛ rather to o⸗ 
zo we our faith, Foz euery one of vs ought to 
applie the ſame vnto himſelte, and ſay, Pet now re⸗ 
turne vnto the Loꝛd: neither r 


From whence 
Ve muſt re- 


turnce. 


Ha. 49. 


Sas. 
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bannen lite diſcourage thee,yea the moꝛe wic⸗ 


it hath bene, the moꝛe feruentandearneſt 
repentance oꝛ returning be, and foozthwith 

rite cares ot the Loꝛd wide open vn⸗ 

to thy pꝛapers. But let vs moꝛe narrowly looke 

on the commandement ot the Loꝛde touching this 

matter. Turne vnto me ſſa methhe byhis 


Joel) with all vour hearts, with faſting, 
and mourning. Rent pour heartes a not your ar 
— —— — ne eee 
— es againe ofthe whole man vn: 
hoe. from whome we be fallen awaybyſinne, 
But that the whole diſcourſe thereof may the bet- 
terbe away, wee ſhall firſt conſider in oꝛder 
foure Upoyntes, that is, from what wee 
multreturne,towhom we mult returne,by whom 
we map be able to conuert, and the maner to 
Ful Kon whence, from whatthinges wes 
, from 02 
mul returne, Truely we mult returne from thole 
thinges , whereby wee haue bene withdzawen, 
— — And theſe generallp 
are — — as the holy Pꝛophet Eſai do⸗ 
— teſtifie, doth ſeparate God and vs, and hide his 


kace, that he wil not heare vs. But vnder the name 
of ſinne, not onely thole groſle — and — 


which by the common tud 
— — . — and ſo — — 
abominable ſinnes: but — the filthieluſtes and 


in warde con ofthe fleſh, which (as S. 


cupiſcences 
Paul teftifieth) do reſiſt the will and ſpirit God, 
and therfoze oughtearneftly to be bꝛidled and kept 
vnder. we mut repent ot the falſe and erronions 
een eee eee 


| 
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ſuperſtition that doethbzeede of the ſame , the vn- 
lawfull wozſhipping and ſeruice ot God, and other 
like, All theſe things muſt they fozlake , that will 
truely turne vnto the Lozd and repent aright. Foꝛ 
ſith that toꝛ ſuch things p wꝛath of God commeth rde 
vpon the childꝛen ol diſobedience, no end okpunich⸗ 
ment ought to be looked loꝛ, as long as we continue 
in ſuch things. Theretoꝛe they be here condemned, 
which will feeme to bee repentantſinners, and yet 
will not fozſake their Jdolatrie and ſuperſtition. 
Secondly, we mult ſee vnto whom we ought to re⸗ O 
turne,Reuertimini vſque ad me the Lozd: that wm. * 
ig, Returne as farreas vnto mee. Wemuſtthen re- | 
turne vnto the Loꝛde, yea wee muſt returne vnto 
him alone: foꝛ he alone is the trueth, and the foun- 
taine of all goodneſſe: But we mutt labour that we 
doe returne as farre as vnto him, and that we doe 
neuer ceaſe noꝛ reſt till wee haue d and 
taken holde vpon him. But this mult bee done by 
kaith. Foꝛ ſith that God is a ſpirit. he can by no other 
meane be appꝛehended a taken holde vpon. Where⸗ 
fo:e.firft they doe greatly erre, which doe not turne 
vnto God, but vnto the creatures, oz vnto the in 
uentions ot men, oꝛ vnto their owne merites. De- 
condly, they that doe beginne to returne vnto the * whome ne 
Loꝛd, and do faynt in the mid way, afoꝛe they come C 
tothe marke that is appointed vnto them Chirdly, 
becauſe we haue otour — — 2 
ſent vs to God, and doe no leſſe flee from him. atter 
our tal, then our firſt parent Adam did, which whẽ 
hee had ſinned, did ſeene to hide himſelfe from the 
ſight ol God, wee haue neede of a mediatour fo2 to 
bꝛing a reconcile vs vnto him, who fozour finnes 
is angry with vs. The ſame is Jeſus Chzift who 
being true and 2 2 — * ſub- 
| nce 


T he Sermon 


ſtance with the Father, did at the time — — 
take vpon him our fraile nature, in the d Gir⸗ 
gins w and that or her vndeflled ſubſtance, 
that ſo he be a mediatour betweene God and 
aided his wꝛath. —_— father 
kh isis my 


| 
Matth. 3. 


—— ——5 Jam well pleaſed, 
[1195014 And he himſelke in his doth cry out and ſay, 
| f. Pet . J am dee trueth, andthelife,no man com⸗ 


but by mee. Foꝛ he alone did 
is body and blood, make ſatiſ⸗ 
Ill — — 
Aces. 5. 5 5 que 
ſrrepentance and remiſſion of ſinnes vnto Jirael, 
1 Both which things he himſelle did command to be 
preached in his name. Therefoze they are * 
deceiued that pꝛeach repentance without 
iche. 15, teach the mple a —— conſiſteth —L 
inthe — —e— in deede ſpeane ma⸗ 


and maners: but without Chꝛiſt they be all vayne 
and vnpꝛolitable. They that thinke that they haue 
— much ot themſelues towards repentance, are 
ſo much moꝛe the farther from God, becauſe that 
theydo leeke thole things in their owne wozhsand 


merites, which only to be ſought in our Sa⸗ 
uiourJeſus Chiu andin ithemerits ok his death, 
paſſion, and bloodſhedding 


Pꝛophet Joel doeth liuelp om oy 0000S 
this our returning o2 repentance, compꝛehending 

| all the inwarde and out warde things Gat mayhe 
| The maner of Here obſerued, Firſt he wil haue vs to returne vn- 
— — nent net ed whereby hee doeth 
ade, might iullix 1 5 onto 1058. 5: Chis prope weer 


nythingsofgood wozkes , — 7 — 


a of repentance. 


neere vnto me with their mouth, and wozſhip mee 
with their lippes, but their heart is farre off from 
me. Secondly, he requireth a ſincere and pure loue 
or godlineſſe, and of the true woꝛchipping and ſer⸗ 
uice ot God, that is to ſav, that fozſaking all maner 
of thinges that are repugnant and contrary vnto 
Gods will, wee doe giue our hearts vnto him, and 
all the whole ftrengthofour bodies and ſoules, ac- 
coꝛding tothat which is wꝛitten in the lawe:Thou 
ſhalt loue the Loꝛd thy God with al thy heart, with 
all thy ſoule, and with all thy ſtrength. Here there⸗ 
koꝛe ng is lett vnto vs, that we may giue vnto 
the woꝛlde, and vnto the luſtes or the fleſh, Foz ſith 
that the heart is the fountaine of all our woozkes, 
as many as doe with their whole heart turne vnto 
the Loꝛde, doe liue vnto him onely. Neyther doe 

— that halting on both ſides, 
do les obey God, but by and by do thinke, 
that laying him aſide, it is lawful fo: them to ſerue 
the woꝛlde and the fleſh, Ind becauſe that wee are 
letted by the naturall ion of our owne fleſh, 
and the wicked affections or the ſame, he doth bidde 
— —— — — 

nding a ſuperſtitious abſtinence and chooling 
of meates, but a true diſcipline oꝛ taming of the 
fleſh, whereby the nouriſhmentes of filthie luſtes, 
and of ſtubburne contumacie andpeide , may bee 
withdꝛawen and pluckt away from it. nohereunto 
hee doeth adde weeping and mourning, which doe 
conteyne an out warde pꝛoleſſion of repentance, 
which is very needetull and neceſſarie, that ſo wee 
may partly ſet fooꝛth the righteouſneſle of God, 
when by ſuch meanes wee doe teſtiſie that wee de- 
ſerued puniſhments at his handes,+partly ſtop the 
offence that was n eee _ 1 


Deut. s. 


Halting on 
boch ſides. 


| Pſalme 25, 


| 


| 


Pſalme 52, 


| Hypocrites do th 
counterfaite 
all mancr of 


| things, 
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This did Dauid ſee, who being not content to 
hane bewept and bewailed his linnes pꝛiuatelp, 
woulde publikelp in his Pſalmes declare and ſet 


nes of God, in puniſhing ſinne, 

8 — that — —— 
example moꝛe Therefoze 

are fartheſt from true repentance, that will not 


wayle chem, but — — hr Lge 
retopce in them. Nowe leaſt any man ſhould thinke 
that repencanceborthconit im warnen weeping 


their garmentes, ikanything had happened vnto 
zehn intollerable, Chis thing dyd hypo- 
mm En moon 
nce ndein 

eſture. Hee teacheth then, that anothermanerof 
ing is required, thatis, that they muſt bee con⸗ 
trite in their 8, that they muſt vtterlp deteſt 
and abhoꝛre ſinnes, a being at dellance with them, 
returne vntothe Loꝛd God, from whom they 


went away befoze. Foꝛ God hath nopleaſure in the 


Plalme 52, 


k Howe repen- 
— is not 


— 


outwarde ceremonie, but requireth a contrite and 
hũble heart, which he wil neuer deſpiſe, as Dauid 
doeth teſtiſie. There is therefoze none other vſe to 
theſe out warde ceremonies, but as karre fooꝛth as 
we are ſtirred vp bythem, and doe ſerue tothe glozy 
ol God, and to the edikping ot other. 

Nowe doeth he adde vnto this doctrine oꝛ exhoꝛ⸗ 
tation, certainegodlyreaſons , which hee doeth 
HEM Res — 
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whereby he doeth teache, that true repentance can 
neuer be vnpꝛolitable oz vntruitetull. Foz as in all 
other things mens heartes doe quaile and faynt, if 
they once perceiue that they trauell in vaine:Euen 
ſo moſt ſpeciallp in this matter, muſt we take heede 
and be ware that we ſutler not our ſelues to be per⸗ 
waded that all that we doe is but labour loſt: Foz 
thereofeyther ſudden deſperation doeth ariſe, oꝛ a 
licencious boldneſle to ſinne, which at length bꝛin⸗ 
geth vnto deſperation. Leaſt any ſuch thing then 
thould happen vnto them, he doethcertifie them ot 
the grace a goodneſſe or God, who is alwayes moſt 
ready to rece pue them into fauour againe, that 
turne ſpeedily vnto him. Which thing hee doeth 
pꝛoue with the ſame titles where with God doeth 
deſcribe and ſet fooꝛth himlelfe vnto 8, ſpea⸗ 
king on this maner: Foꝛ he is gratious and merct- Ex04.;4. 
full, lo we to anger, oi great kindenefle,and repen⸗ 
teth him ol the euill, that is, ſuch a one as is ſoꝛie 
fo2 pour afflictions, irt he catleth him gentle and 
gratious, as hee who ot his owne nature is moꝛe 
pꝛompt and readie to doe good, then to punich. 
wWhereuntothis ſaying of Elatas the Pꝛophet ſee⸗ 
meth to perteyne, where he ſayeth, Let the wicked r 
fozſake his way, and the vnrighteous his owne 
maginations, and returne vnto the Loꝛd, and he 
will haue pitie on him, and to our God, foꝛ he is ve⸗ 
ry readie to foꝛgiue. Secondly, he doeth attribute 
vnto him mercie, oꝛ rather (accoꝛding to the He⸗ 
bꝛewe woꝛde) the bo wels or mercies: whereby hee 
ſignified the natural aſtections ot parents towards 
their childꝛen. which thing Dauid doeth ſet fozth 
goodly, ſaying, As a father hath compaſſion on his ve 
childꝛen, ſo hath the Loꝛd compaſſion on them that 
keare him, toꝛ he knoweth 2 we be made, he 
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remembꝛeth that wee are but duſt. Thirdly, hee 
ſaieth, that he is ſlo we to anger, that is to ſap, long 
ſufering , and which is not lightly pꝛouoked to 
wꝛath. Fourthly, that he is ofmuch kindneſle, loꝛ 
is that bottomleſſe well ok all goodneſle, who re⸗ 
oyceth to do good vnto vs. Theretoꝛe did he create 
and make men, that hee might haue whome hee 
— — = — _ — boa 
eaue ifthly , hee repen e⸗ 
uill, chat is to ap, hedoeth call backe againe, and 


reuoke the punichment which hee had 8 th:eatned, . 


en men t, and amende, 
e 
ate nen God our heauenly Father, 
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ofthis like, wee may liue eternally 
— — _ ſt, 
to whom bee allpzayſe 


—— 


and euer. 
Amen. 
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worde, (good Chꝛiſtian peop 
: Fo is ofthe tree benefite of God lent 
| Vs, yet not to vſe it at our plea- 
Ie lure after our owne fleſhly will: 
But to trade ouer the ſame , in 
FA thoſe wozkes which are beſee- 
ming them that are become newe creatures in 
Chꝛiſt. Theſe woꝛks p Apoſtle calleth good wozkes, 


ſaying, We are Gods wozkemanſhippe created in ef 


Chzift Jeſu to good wozks, which God hath ordei⸗ 


ned that wee ſhould walke in them. S. Paul tea⸗ aug de fide 


cheth, that we mult doe good woꝛkes loꝛ diuers re⸗ 
ſpects. Firſt to ſhe we our ſelues obedient childꝛen 
vnto our heauẽly father, who hath oꝛdeined them, 
that we ſhould walke in them, Secondly, toꝛ that 
they are good declarations and teſtimonies ot our 
tuſtification. Thirdly, that others ſeeing our good 
woꝛkes, may the rather by them be ſtirred vp, and 
excited to glozifie our father which is in heauen. 
Let vs not therefoze be ſlacke to do good wozks,ſee- 
ing it is the will of God that wee ſhoulde walke in 
them, alſluring our ſelues that at the laſt day euery 
man ſhal receiue of God foz his labour done in true 
— a greater rewarde then his woozkes can 
de erue. 

And becauſe ſomewhat ſhallnowe bee ſpoken of 
one particular good wozke, whoſe commendation 
is both in the la w, and in the Goſpel: thus much is 
ſaid in the beginning generally ot all good works, 
to take away (ſonigh as may bee) from enuious 
mindes and ſlaunderous tongues, all iuſt occaſion 
ol ſlaunderous ſpeaking, as though good wozkes 
were reiected. C his good wozke which now ſhalbe 

C.ii. intreated 
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intreated ok, is faſting, which is found in the ſcrip⸗ 
tures to be oftwo ſoꝛtes. The one out ward, pertei⸗ 
ning to the bodye, the other in warde, in the heart 
and minde, This out warde kaſt, is an abſtinence 
from meate, dꝛinke, and all natural toode, yea from 
all delicious pleaſures and delectations woldly, 
When this out ward faſt perteineth to one particu⸗ 
lar man, oꝛ to a fe we, and not to the whole nomber 
of the people, foꝛ cauſes which hereafter ſhall be de- 
clared, then it is called a pꝛiuate taſt: But when the 
whole multitude ofmen, women, and childzen, in 
a towneſhip oꝛ Citie, yea though a wholecountrey 
doe faſt, it is called a publtke faſt, Such was that 
faſt which the whole multitude of the childꝛen ol 
Jſrael were commaunded to keepe the tenth day of 
the ſeuenth moneth , becauſe almightie God ap- 
poynted that day to beacleanſingday , a day of an 
atonement, a time of reconciliation, a day where- 
in the people were cieanled from their linnes, The 
oꝛder and maner howe it was done, is wzitten in 
the xvi. and xxiii. Chapter ot᷑ Leuiticus. That daye 
the people didlament, mourne, weepe, a bewayle 
their fozmer ſinnes. And whoſoeuer vpon that day 
did not humble his ſoule, be wayling his ſinnes, as 
is ſayd, abſtayning from all bodily foode, vntill the 
euening:that ſoule ſayth almightie God) ſhould be 
deſtroyed from among his people. Me doe not reade 
that Poles oꝛdeyned by oꝛder or lawe, any dayes of 
publique faſt thꝛoughout the whole yeere , moꝛe 
then that one day. The Jewes notwithſtanding 
had moꝛe times of common — — the Pꝛo⸗ 
phet Zacharie reciteth, to be the kaſt otthe fourth, 
the faſt ofthe fifth, the faſt of the ſeuenth, and the 
faſt of the tenth moneth. But foꝛ that it appea⸗ 
reth not in the Leuiticall law, when they 2 = 

d, 


of faſting. 
ſtituted, it is to be iudged that thoſe other times of 
faſting, moꝛe then the faſt ol the ſeuenth moneth. 
were o:deyned among the Jewes, bythe appoynt⸗ 
ment ot their gouernours, rather of deuotion, then 
by any open commaundement giuen krom God. 
Upon the oꝛdinance ofthis generall faſt good men 
tooke occaſiũ to appoynt to the ſelues pꝛiuate taſts, 
at ſuch time as they did either earneſtliy lament a 
be waile their ſintull lues, oꝛ did addict themſelues 
to moꝛe feruent pꝛaper, that it 
turne his wꝛath from them, 
admoniſhed and bꝛou 
— —— 


thep ſawe neofheart.f — 
heads. ———— "iopned withfa- 
ſting, they vttered ſometime by their outwarde be 
hauiour, and geſture ofbody, IN ou ſackcloth, 
. with aſhes and duſt, and 
ng, oꝛ 2 earth. Foꝛ when men 
feele lues the heauie burden of ſinne, ſee 
damnation to be the reward or it, and behold with 
the eye of their minde the hoꝛroꝛ ol hell: they trem- 
ble, they quake, and are inwardly touched with ſo⸗ 
rowfulneſſe ol heart fo2 their offences, and can not 
but accuſe themſelues, and open this their griefe 
vnto Almightie God, and call vnto him oz mercy, 
This being done ſerioully, their minde is ſo occu- 
pied, partly with ſoꝛowe a heauinelle, partly with 
an earneſt deſire , to be deliuered from this danger 
or hell and damnation that all luſt of meate and 
dꝛinke is layde apart, and loathſomnes of al woꝛld⸗ 
ly thinges andpleaſures commeth in place, ſo that 
nothing then lineth men moꝛe, then to weepe, to 
lament, to mourne, and both with woes and be⸗ 


hauiour ot body, to ſhe w themſelues wearie ofthis 
C. iii. lite. 
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lite. Thus did Dauid faſt, when he made intercel⸗ 
ſion to Almightie God oz the childes life — — 
in adulterie ot᷑ Bethſabe, dies wite. King Achab 
faſted after this ſoꝛt, when it repented him ol mur⸗ 
thering ot aboth, and be wayled his owne ſinfull 
doings. Such was the Nineuites faſt, bꝛought to 
repentance by Jonas pꝛeaching. When xl. thou- 
ſandofthe Jſraelites were ſlayne in battel againſt 
the Beniamites, the Scripture ſayth: All the chil⸗ 
dꝛen of Jſrael, and the whole multitude of = 
went out to Bethel, and ſate there weeping befoze 

Loꝛde, and faſted all that day vntill night. Do 
did Daniel, Yeſter, Nehemias, and many others 
in the olde Teſtament kaſt. But it any man wil ſap, 
it is true, ſo they faſted in deede, but we are not now 
vnder that yoke of the Lawe, we are ſet at libertie 
bythe freedome ol the Golpell, te thoſe rites 
and cuſtomes ot᷑ the olde Law binde not vs, except 
it can be ſhewed by the Scriptures ofthe ne we Ce⸗ 
ſtament, oz by examples out of the ſame, that fa- 
ſting now vnder the Goſpel, is a reſtrepnt ok meat, 
dzinke, and all bodily foode, andpleaſures, from 
the body asbefoze : Firſt, that we ought to laſt is a 
trueth moꝛe maniteſt, chen that it ſhould here neede 
to be pꝛoued, the Scriptures which teach the ſame 
are euident. The doubt therefoze that is, is whe⸗ 
ther when we faſt, we ought to withhold from our 
bodies all meate and dꝛinke during the time of our 
kaſt, oꝛ no? That we ought ſo to doe, mapbe wel ga⸗ 
thered vpon a queſtion mooued by the Phariſes to 
Chꝛiſt, and by his anl were againe to the ſame, 
Why ( ſay they doe Johns Diſciples faſt often, and 
ptay, and weelikewiſe? but thy diſciples eate and 
dꝛinke, and faſtnot atall?Jnthis\moothqueſtion, 
they couche vp ſubtilly this argument oꝛ _ 
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of faſting. 
Who ſo kaſteth not, that man is not ol God, foz fa- 
ſting and pꝛaier, are woꝛkes both commended, and 
commanded of God in his Scriptures:and al good 
men krom Moſes till this time, alwel the Pꝛophetg 
as others, haue exerciſed them ſelues in theſe 
wozkes, John alſo and his diſciples at this day doe 
faſt oft, and pꝛay much, and ſo doe we the Phariſes 
in line maner : But thy diſciples faſt not at all, 
which it thou wilt denie, we can ealily pꝛoue it. Foꝛ 
wholdeuer eateth and dꝛinketh, faſteth not: Thy 
diſciples eate and dꝛinke, therefoze they faſt not. 
Ok this wee conclude, lay they, neceſſarily, that 
neither art thou, noꝛ thy diſciples ot God. Chziſt 
maketh anſ were, ſaying, Can pee make that the 
child2en of the wedding ſhall faſt, while the bꝛide⸗ 
grome is with them? The dayes ſhall come when 
the bꝛidegrome ſhall be taken from them: In thoſe 
dayes ſhall they kalt. Our Sauiour Chꝛiſt like a 
good maſter defendeth the innocencie of his diſct- 
ples, againſt the maliceof the arrogantPhariſes, 
— zooueth that his diſciples are not guiltie of 
anſgreff 


any tot of Gods lawe, although as 
then they faſted not, and in his anſwere repꝛoueth 
the Phariſes ot ſuperſtition, and ——— 
rſtition, becauſe they put a religion in their do⸗ 
ngs, and aſcribed holineſſe to the out warde wozke 
wꝛought. not regarding to what ende faſting is oꝛ⸗ 
deyned. Ok ignoꝛance, fo: that they coulde not di⸗ 
ſcerne betweene time and time. They knowe not 
that there is a time ot reioycing a mirth, and atime 
againe ot lamentation and mourning, which both 
he teacheth in his an were, as ſhalbe touched moꝛe 
— — an wee ſhall ſhe we what time 
is moſt fit tofaſt i 


* 


But here beloued, let vs note that our Sauiour 
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Chꝛiſt in making his ant were to their queſtion, 
denyed not, but confeſſed that his diſciples faſted 
not, and theretoze agreeth tothe Phariſes inthis, 
as vnto a manifeſt trueth: that who ſo eateth and 
d2inticth kaſteth not. Faſting then, euen by Chꝛiſts 
aſſent , is a withholding ol meate, dꝛinke, and all 
natural koode krom the body, koꝛ the determined 
time of faſting. And that it was vſed in the pꝛima⸗ 

tiue Church, appeareth moſt euidẽtiy by the Chal- 

cedon Councile , one of the foure firſt generall 
Counciles. The Fathers aſſembled there to the 
number of ſire hundꝛeth and thirtie, conſidering 
with them ſelues, howe acceptable a thing faſting 
ts to God, when it is vſed accoꝛding to his woꝛde. 

Againe, hauing befoze their eyes allo, the great a- 

buſe of the ſame crept into the Church at thoſe 
dayes, though the negligence of them, which 
ſhoulde haue taught the people the right vie there- 
of, and by vayne gloſes, deuiſedof men: torefozme 
the ſayd abuſes, and toreſtoze this ſo good and god- 

ty a woozke, tothe true vle thereof, decreedinthat 
Councile, that euery perſon, al well in his pꝛiuate 
aspublike faſt,chould continue all the day without 
meate and dꝛinke, till after the Euening p:ayer. 

And whoſoeuer dyd eate o2 dune belong the Eue- 

ning pꝛayer was ended, ſhoulde be accompted and 
reputed, not to — — his faſt. This 


Canon teacheth ſo euidentiy how taſting was vſed 
in the Pꝛimatiue Church, as by woꝛdes it can not 
bee moꝛe — erpꝛelled. 


— both ol we P2ophets ere ocheran 
ons, befoze the commingof got eiten 
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of faſting. 

Apoſtles and other deuoute men inthe new Teſta- 
ment, is a withholding of meate, dzinke, and all 
naturall foode from the body, foz the determined 
time of faſting. Thus much 1s ſpoken hitherto,to 
make playne vnto ou what faftingis. Nowhere- 
after ſhalbe ſhewed the true and right vle offaſting, 
Good wozkes are not all ot one ſoꝛt: foꝛ ſome are 
of them ſelues and of their owne pꝛoper nature al⸗ 
wayes good: as to loue God aboue all things, to 
loue my neighbour as my ſelle, to honour father a 
mother, to honour the higher powers, to giue to 
eueryman that which is his due, a ſuch like. Other 
woꝛnes there be, which conſidered in themſelues, 
without further reſpect, are ot their owne nature 
meere indifferent, that is, neither good, noꝛ euill, 
but take their Denomination of the vie o2 ende, 
whereunto they ſerue. Which wozkes, hauing a 
dend, are called good wozks, and are ſo in deede: 
ut yet thatcommethnot of themlelues,butof the 
good ende whereunto they are referred, On the o⸗ 
ther ſide, ik the ende that they ſerue vnto be euill, it 
canot then other wiſe be, but that they muſt needes 
be euil alſo, Of this ſoꝛt ot woꝛns, is Faſting, which 
ok it ſeife is a thing meerely indifferent, but is 
made better oꝛ woꝛſe bythe end that it ſerueth vn⸗ 
to. Foꝛ when it reſpecteth a good ende, it is a good 
wozke: but the ende being euill, the woꝛzke it ſelte is 
alſo euill, as it appeareth in the 58, Chapter of the 

Pꝛophet Eſatas, 6 
Nowe dearely beloued, ſeeing that almightie 
God allo weth not our Faſt foꝛ the woꝛkes ſake, but 
chiefly reſpecteth our heart howe it is affected, and 
then eſteemeth our faſt either good oꝛ euill, by the 
ende that it ſerueth foz : It is our part to rent our 
hearteg, and not our * as we are __ 

ib, e 
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ſedbythe Pꝛophet Joel, that is, our ſoꝛow a mour⸗ 
ning muſt bee in ward in the heart and not in the 
outward ſhew onelp, vea it is requiſite that firſt be- 
foze all things wee cleanſe our hearts from ſinne, 
and then to direct our faſt toſuch anende,as God 
will allowe tobe good, 

There be fow2eendes, whereunto if our faſt bee 
directed, it is then a woꝛke pꝛolitable to vs, and ac⸗ 
cepted ot God. 

The ſirſt is to chaſtice the fleſh, that it bee not too 
wanton, but tamed and b in ſubiection to 
the ſpirit. This reſpect hath Saint Paul in his 
faſt, when he ſayde: I chaſtice my body, and bring it 
into ſubiection, leſt by any meanes it commeth to 

aſſe, that when I haue preached to other, I my ſelfe be 
— 198 Fans 

The ſecond, that the ſpirit may be moze feruent, 
and earneſt in pzayer, Tothis end faſtedthe Pꝛo⸗ 
phets a teachers that were at Antioch, befoze they 
ſent foꝛth Paul# Barnabas to pꝛeach the Goſpell, 
The ſame two Apoſtles faſted foꝛ the like purpoſe, 
when they commended to God, by their earneſt 
pꝛapers, the congregations that were at Intioch, 
Pilidia, Iconium, and Liſtris, as wee reade in the 
Acts of the Apoſtles. f 

The third, that our faſt be a teſtimony and wit- 
nelle with vs befoze God, ol our humble ſubmiſſion 
to his high Maieſtie, when we conkeſſe a acknow- 
ledge our ſinnes vnto him, a are in wardly touched 
with ſoꝛo wtulneſſe ot heart, be wayling the ſame in 
the affliction of our bodies. 

The fourth, that by ſparing from our ſelues, we 
may bee the better able to helpe and releeue the ne⸗ 
ceſſitieof others. Which end is alſo ſpecified in the 
58, of the Pꝛophet Elatas, Theſe are the endes oꝛ 


of faſting. 
right vſesof faſting. _ 

Now ſhal be ſhewed bꝛielely, what time is meete 
foꝛ taſting:toꝛ al times ſerue not toꝛ all things. But 
as the wiſe man ſaith, All thinges haue their times. 
There is a time to weepe, q a time againe to > 
a time to mourne and a time to reioyce. Our Sa⸗ 
uiour Chꝛiſt excuſed his Diſciples, and repꝛoued 
the Phariſees, becauſe they neither regarded the 
vle of Faſting , noꝛ conſidered what time was 
meete fo2 the ſame. Which both he teacheth in his 
anſwere, ſaying, The children of the mariage cannot Marth. 
mourne while the bridegrome is with thẽ. Their que⸗ 
ſtion wasoffaſting : his anlwer is of mourning, 
ſignikying vnto them plainelp, that the out warde 
faſtof the bodie is no faſt befoze God, except it be ac⸗ 
companied with the in ward faſt, which is a mour⸗ 
ning and a lamentation in the heart, as is befoze 
declared. Concerning the time of kaſting, he ſayeth, 
The daies will come, when the bridegrome ſhall be ta- Vans. 
ken from them, in thoſe dayes they ſhall faſt. By this _— 
it is manifeſt , that it is no time of faſting, while 
the mariage laſteth, and the bꝛidegrome is there 
—— But when the mariage is ended, and the 

udegrome gone, then is it a meete time to faſte. 
Nowe to make plaine vnto you, what is the ſenſe 
and meaning of theſe wozdes , We are at the marri- 
age, and againe the bridegrome is taken from vs. 
Pe ſhall note, that ſo long as God reuealeth his 
mercie vnto vs, and giueth vs ol his benefites, ei⸗ 
ther ſpirituaii oꝛ cozpozall, we are ſaide to be with 
the bꝛidegrome at the mariage. So was that good 
olde father Jacob at the mariage, when he vnder⸗ 
ſtoode that his ſonne Joſeph was aliue, and ruled 
all Egypt vnder king Pharao. So was Dauid 
in the mariage with the — 3 
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had gotten the victoꝛie of great Goliah, and had 
mitten off his head. Judith and all the people ol 
Bethulia, were the childꝛen of the wedding and 
had the bꝛidegrome with them, when God had by 

hand ofa woman llaine Yolofernes the grand 
captaine ofthe Aſſyz1ans hoſte, and diſcomfited all 
theirenemies. Thus were the Apoſtles the chil- 
dꝛen ot the mariage, whyle Chꝛiſte was coꝛpoꝛally 
pꝛeſent with them, and defended them from all 
dangers, both ſpirituall and coꝛpoꝛall. But thema- 
riageisſaydthen to be ended, and the bꝛidegrome 
to be gone, when almightie God ſmiteth vs with 
akfliction, and ſeemeth to leaue vs in the middeſt of 
a number ot aduerſities. So od ſometime ſtri⸗ 
keth pꝛiuate men pꝛiuatelip with ſundꝛp aduerſi- 


ties, as trouble of minde, loſſe of friendes, loſſe of 


goods, long and daungerous ſickeneſſeg, ic. Then 
is it a fit time fo2 that man to humble himſelte to 
Almighty God by kaſting, and to mourne, and be- 
waile his ſinnes, with aſozrowfull heart, and to 
pꝛay vnfaynedly, ſaying with the Pꝛophet Da⸗ 
uid, Turne away thy face, O Lorde, from my ſinnes, 
and blot out of thy remembraunce all mine offences. 
Againe, when God ſhall afflict a whole Region, oꝛ 
countrie, with warres, with famine and dearth ol 
victualles, with peſtilence, with ſtrange diſeaſes 
and vnknowne lickeneſſes, and other ſuch like ca- 
lamities : then is it time toꝛ all ſtates and ſoztes of 
people, high and lowe, men, women and childzen, 
tohumblethemlelues by kaſting, and be waile their 
ſinnefull liuing befoze God, and pꝛay with one 
common ———— thus, oꝛ ſome other ſuch like 
pꝛayer: Be able, O Loꝛd, be fauourablevn- 
to thy which turneth vnto thee in wee⸗ 
ping, ** 


of faſting. 
ouhaſtredeemed with thy pꝛecious bloud, and 
. —— thine inheritance to be deſtroyed and 
bꝛought to contuſion. N 
Faſting thus vled with pꝛayer, is or great eſtica⸗ 
cie, a weigheth much with God: ſothe angel Ra⸗ 
phael tolde Tobias. It alſo reth by that 
which our Sauiour Chat to his diſci⸗ 
— — him why they coulde not caſt 
2th the euill ſpirite out of him that was bꝛought 
vnto them: This kinde (ſayth he) is not caſt out but 
dacht weaghech withGod,and wharit abet 
much it wei 0 1 
eee eee 
opent vou and layingveroze 
thole notable thinges, that haue bene bꝛought to 
by it. Faſting was one ol the meanes, where- 
y Almightie God was occaſioned to alter þ thing 


which he had purpoled concetning A hab, foꝛ mur⸗ 


thering the innocent man Naboth to polleſle his 
vineyarde,Theltke1s to be ſeene inthe iniuites: 
Fo2 whe God had determined to deſtroy the whole 
CitieofNintue,and the time which he had appoin- 
ted was euen nowe at hande, heſentthe Pꝛophet 
Jonas to ſay vnto them, Yer fourtie dayes, and 
Niniue ſhall be ouerthrowen, The people by and 
by beleeued God, and gaue themſelues tofalting, 
yea, the Ring by the aduice ofthe Counſell, cauſed 


to be pꝛoclaymed, ſaping, Let neither man, nor beaſt, 
bullocke, nor ſheepe taſte any thing, neither feede, nor 
drinke water: but let man & beaſt put on ſackecloth, & 


crye mightily vnto God: yea, let euery man turne from 


his euil way, & from the wickednes that is in their hãds. 
Who can tel if God wil turne & repẽt, & turne away frõ 
his fierce wrath, that we periſh not? Ind vponthis 
their heartie repentance,thus declared outwardly 
: D. iii. with 


T he Sermon 


with faſting, renting of their clothes, putting on 
ſackecloth, and —— themlelues with duſt 
and aſhes , the ure ſapeth, God ſawe their 
workes that they turned from their euil wayes, and God 
repented of the euill, that he had ſaid that he would 
doe vnto them, and he did it not. Let vs therefoze 


(dearelybeloued) ſeing there are many moꝛe cau- - 


les ol faſting # mourning in theſe our dayes, then 
ath bene or many peeres heretofoze, al well in re⸗ 
ct ofthe tumults and warres, almoſt in euer 
place ſtirred vp againſt the pꝛoleſlers ol the Goſpel 
of Chꝛiſt, as alſo ot the ſcarcitie and dearth of vic- 
tuals now pꝛeſent, endeuour our ſelues, both in⸗ 
wardly in our hearts, and alſo outwardly with 
our bodyes, diligently to exerciſe this godly exerciſe 
offaſting,in ſuch ſoꝛt and maner, as the holy Pꝛo⸗ 
8, the Apoſtles and diuers other deuoute per- 
$foz their time, vſed the ſame. God is now the 
ſame God that was then: God that loueth righte⸗ 
ouſneſſe, and that hateth iniquitie: God which 
willeth not the deathofaſinner,but rather that he 
turne from his wickedneſle , and liue: God that 
hath pꝛomiſed to turne to vs, it we refuſe not to 
turne vnto him: yea, if we turne our euill wozkes 
from betoꝛe his eyes, ceaſe to doe euill, learne to doe 
well, ſeene to doe right, relieue the oppꝛeſſed, be a 
right iudge tothe tatherleſſe, defend the widowe, 
bꝛeake our bꝛead to the hungry. bꝛing the pooꝛe 
that wander, into our houle, clothe the naked, 
and deſpiſe not our bꝛother, which is our owne 
fleſh. Then ſhalt thou call ſayth the Pꝛophet) and 
the Loꝛd ſhall anſ were: thou ſhalt cry, and he ſhall 
ſay, Bere J am: Pea, God which heard Ahab, and 
the iniuites, and ſpared them, wil alſo heare our 
pꝛapers and ſpare vs, ſo that wee after their exam- 
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will vnfaynedly turne vnto him: yea, hee will 

vs with his heauenly benedictions the time 

that we haue to tarrie in this woꝛlde, and alter the 
race ot this moꝛtall life,he will bꝛing vs to his hea⸗ 
uenly kingdome, where we ſhall raigne in euerla⸗ 
ſting bleſlednes with our ſautour Chaſt, to whom 


with the Father and the holy G holt, be all honour 


and gloꝛie, toꝛ euer and euer. Amen. 


„n Homilie of Almes deedes and 


mercifulneſſe towarde the poore & needy. 


LY, Chiiltians , by the 
7A\ > ) woulde þ boch his name ſhoulde 
eas be glozified, and the certaintieof 


Le their vocation declared: there 
8 none that is eyther moꝛe acceptable vnto him, oꝛ 
moꝛe fo: them, then are the wooꝛkes or 


mercy and pitie ſhe wed vpon the pooze which bee 
afflicted with any kinde ol miſerie, eſpecially in the 
time ot any publique calamitie, as at this pꝛeſent 
in reſpect ofthe want and ſcarcitie of thinges ne- 
ceſſarie foꝛ the ſuſtentation of mans like, which 
— my the great goodneſſe ol God, is like to bee 


greater. 

Firſt therefoze, J will ſhewehoweearnefflyAl- 
mightie God in his holy woꝛd doeth exacte thedo- 
ing ol Almes deedes of vs, and howe acceptable 


they be vnto him. 
1 . Di. iii. Secondlp, 


ProiL19. 


Marth.25, 
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Secondly,how p2ofitable it is foz vs to vie them, 
— 208 commoditie and fruit they will bꝛing vn- 
Thirdlpx, and laſt J will che w out or Gods woꝛd, 
- dps ſo is liberall to the pooꝛe, and relie 
plenteouſly, ſhall notw nding haue 
ficient fozhim ſelfe, and euermoꝛe be without dan⸗ 
ger of penury and ſcarcitie. 
Concerning the firſt, which is the acceptation, a 
tie oz pꝛice of Almes deedes befoze God, now 
this, that to helpe and ſuccour the pooꝛe in their 
neede and miſerie, God ſo much, that as 
the holy Seripture in ſundꝛie places recoꝛdeth, no⸗ 
thing can be moze thankefully taken oꝛ accepted of 
God. Foꝛ firſt we reade that almightie God doth ac- 
count that to bee giuen, and to be beſtowed vpon 
himſelte, that is vpon the pooꝛe. Foꝛ ſo 
— Doty teſkifie vnto vs by the wiſe man 
ng: He that hath pitie vpon the poore, lendeth vn- 
— ne 22 himſelfe. And Chꝛiſt in the Goſpell ad- 
uoucheth, and as a moſt certaine trueth bindeth it 
with an oth, that the almes beſtowed vpon þ pooze, 
was beſtowed vpon him, and ſo ſhalbe reckoned at 
the che laſt day. Foꝛ thus hee ſaieth to the charitable 
almes giuers, when hee ſitteth as iudge in the 
doome to giue ſentence ofeuery man accoꝛding to 
his deſertes: Verely I ſay vnto you, Whatſocuer 
ood and mercifull deede you did vpon any of the 
feaſt of theſe my brethren , yee did the ſame vnto me: 
in relieuing their hunger, yee relieued mine : in 
quenching their thirſt, yequenched mine: in clo- 
— them, pe clothed me: and when ye harbou⸗ 
ve todge me alſo: when ye viſited them, 
being ſicke 02 in pꝛiſon, ye viſited me. The holy Apo: 
leg and Dill es of Chꝛiſt, who by reaſon 1 — 
ailp 


” -: 22 


daily conuerſation, ſawe by his deedes, and heard 


— 
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inhisdoctrinehowe much he tendered the pooꝛe: 
the godly fathers alſo, that were both befoze, and 
ſince Chꝛiſt, indued without doubt with the holy 
Ghoſt, and moſt certatnelp certified of Gods holy 
will: they both do moſt earneſtly exhoꝛte vs, and in 
all their wzitings almoſt continually admoniſh 
vs, that we would remember the pooꝛe, and be- 
ſtowe our charitable Almes vpon them, Saint 
le crieth vnto vs after this ſozt, Comtortthe :.Thegs. 

eeble minded, litt vp the weake, and be charitable to- 
ward all men. Ind againe, To doe good to the poore, Heb.az. 
and to diſtribute almes yr that thou doe not for- 

get: for with ſuch ſacrifices God is pleaſed. Eſatethe 
P2ophet teacheth on this wiſe , Deale thy bread to paie.ss. 
the hungry, and bring the poore wandring home to thy 

houſe, When thou ſeeſt the naked, ſee thou cloth him, 

and hide not thy face from thy poore neighbour, nei- 

ther deſpiſe thou thine owne fleſh, Ind the holy Fa⸗ 

ther Cobie giueth this counſell, Giue almes (ſaith * 
he) of thine owne goods, and turne neuer thy face from 

the poore, eate thy bread with the hungry, and couer 

the naked with thy clothes. And the learned and god⸗ 

ly Poctoz Chziſoftome, giueth this admonition, 

Let mercifull Almes bee alwayes with vs as a gar- Adpopul.An- 
ment, that is, as mindetull as we will he to put dur 
— vs to couer our to de⸗ 

dvs krom che cold, and to ſhe w our ſelues come⸗ 
ly: So mindetull let vs be at all times and ſeaſons 


we giue Almes tothe pooꝛe, and ſhewe our 
ſelues mercifull towards them. But what meane 
theſe often admonitions and earneſt exhoꝛtations 
Apoſtles, Fathers, and holy Do⸗ 
were faithfullto God ward, 
their duetie truelp, in tei⸗ 
E.i. ling 


Ecele. 35. 
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ling vs what was Gods will: ſoofa ſingular loue 
to vs ward, they laboured notonely to enkoꝛme vs, 
but alſo to perſwade with vs, that to giue Almes, 
and to ſuccour the pooꝛe and needie, was a very ac⸗ 
ceptable thing and an high lacrifice to God, where⸗ 
in he greatly delyted, and had a ſingular pleaſure, 
Foꝛ ſo doeth the wiſe man p ſonne of Sirach teach 
vs, ſaping, Who ſo is mercifull and giueth almes, he 
offereth the right thanłke offring. And he addeth there⸗ 
unto, The right thanke offring maketh the Altar fat, 
& a ſweete ſmel is it before the higheſt: it is acceptable 
before God, and ſhall neuer be forgotten. And the 
trueth of this docrine is verified by the examples 
ofthoſe holy and charitable fathers, of whome we 
reade in the Scriptures, that they were giuen to 
merciful compaſſion towardes the pooꝛe, and cha⸗ 
ritable relieuing ot their neceſſities. Sucha one 
was a bꝛaham, in whom God had ſo great plea- 
ſure, that he vouchſaled to come vnto him in fozme 
or an Angell, and to be enterteined ol him at his 
houſe, Such was his kinſman Loth, whõ God ſo 
fauoured foz receiuing his meſſengers into his 
houle, whichotherwile ſhould hauelaine in the 
ſtreate, thatheſaued him with his whole family 
from the deſtruction of Sodome and Gomoꝛra. 
Such were the holy fathers Job and Tobie, with 
manyothers ,who felt moſt ſenſible pzoofs of Gods 
eſpectallloue towardes them. Andas all theſe by 
their mercifulneſle and tender compaſſion which 
they ſhewed to the miſerable afflicted members of 
Chill, in the relieuing, helping and ſuccouring 
them with their tempoꝛall goodes in this life,ob- 
teined Gods fauour and were deare , acceptable 
and pleaſant in his ſight: ſo nowe theythemſelues 
take pleaſure in the of God, Go 
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ſant iopes ot᷑ heauen, and are alſo in Gods eternal 
woꝛde let befoze vs, as perfect examples euer 
befoze our eyes, both howe wee ſhall pleaſe God 
in this our moztall lyte, and alſo howe wee may 
come to liue in ioye with them in euerlaſting plea- 
ſure a felicitie. Foꝛ moſt true is that ſaying, which 
Saint Auguſtine hath, that the giuing or Almes 
@relicuing of the pooꝛe, is the right wayto heauen, 
Viacelipauper eſt, Che 22 man, layeth he, is the 
way to heauen. Our Sauiour Chailte teftifiethof 
pooꝛe men, that they are deare vnto him, and that 
he loueth them eſpecially: fozhe calleth the his litle 
ones bya name ot tender loue, he ſaith they be his 
bꝛethꝛen. And S. James ſaith,̊ God hathchoſen 


them to bee hetres of his ki — — nor God lame<.z, 


(ſaich he) choſen the _ of this worlde to him ſelfe 
to make them heereatter the rich heires of that king- 
dome, which hee hath promiſed to them that loue 
him? And wee knowe that the pꝛaper which they 
make fo2 vs ſhalbe acceptable and regarded ol God, 
their complaint ſhall be heard alſo, Thereof doeth 
Jeſus the ſonne ol Sirach certainly aſſure vs, ſay- 


Ifthe poore complaineoftheein the bitternes of Eccle.4. 


ing, 
Haul his prayer ſhall he heard, euen hee that made 
him, ſnall heare him. Bee curteous theretoꝛe vnto 
the pooꝛe. nde know alſo, p he, who acknowledgeth 
himſelftobe their maſter and patron, and refuſeth 
not to take _— his —_— — — — 
pleaſure and diſpleaſure vs, an e eue⸗ 
ry houre in neede of his helpe. Why ſhould we then 
be eyther negligent 02 — Jo — their 
friendſhip and fauour,by the which alſo we may be 
alſured tõ get his lauour that is both able and wil⸗ 
ling to do vs all pleaſures that are toꝛ our commo⸗ 
ditie and wealth? Chꝛiſt beth declare by this — 


— — 


T he ſecond part of the Sermon 


koꝛ ſo ſai wiſe man. He which ſheweth mer- 
cie to the — laye his money in banke to the 
Lord, for a large intereſt and gaine. The gaine bein 
chiefly the poſleſſion of the lite euer — 
the merites of our Sauiour Jeſus Chꝛiſte, to 
whome with the father and the holy Ghoſt bee all 
honour andglozy foz euer. Amen, 


The ſecond part of the Sermon of 
Almes deedes. 


E haue heard befoze(dearelybeloued) 

that to giue Almes vnto 5; pooꝛe, a to 

helpe in time of neceſſitie is ſo 
Achat hee no 

| & cou 

himſelfe,that we do loꝛ his ſake vnto them. Pe haue 

heard allo howe earneſtly both the Ipoſtles, Pꝛo⸗ 


of Almes deedes, 


phets, holy fathers, and doctours do exhoꝛt vs vnto 

the ſame. And ye lee, howe welbeloued and deare 

vnto God they were, whom the Scriptures repoꝛt 

vnto vs to haue ben good almes men, heretoꝛe, it 

eyther their good examples, oꝛ the holſome counſell 

of the godly fathers, oꝛ the la we ol Chꝛiſt, whole 

eſpeciall fauour we maybe allured by this meanes 

to obtaine, may moue vs, oꝛ do anything at al with 

vs: Let vs pꝛouide that from henceloꝛth we ſhewe 

vnto God ward this thanketul ſeruice, to be minde⸗ 

ful and ready to helpe them that be pooꝛe and in mi⸗ 
Now will this ſecond time, that J intreate 

of Almes deedes, ſhe we vnto vou, how pꝛolitable it 

is fo2 vs toexerciſe them, and what kruite thereby 

ſhallriſe vnto vs if wee doe them faithfully. Our 

Sauiour Chꝛiſt in the Golpel teacheth vs, that it _ 

pꝛofiteth a man nothing to haue in poſleſſion all 

the riches ol the whole woꝛlde, and the wealth oz 

glozy therof:ifin the meane ſeaſon he loſe his ſoule, 

oꝛ do that thing whereby it ſhould become captiue 

vnto death, ſinne, i hell lire. By the which ſaying 

he not onely enſtructeth vs howe much the ſoules 

health is to be pzeferred befoze wozldly commodi⸗ 

ties: but alſo ſerueth to ſtirre vp our mindes, and 

to pꝛicke vs fozwards to ſeek diligentliy, and learne 

by what meanes we may pzeſerue and keepe our 

ſoules euer in ſatetie, that is, how wemayrecouer 

their health, if it bee loſt oꝛ impayꝛed, and howe it 

map be defended and maintapned, it we once haue 

it: yea, hee teacheth vs alſo thereby to eſteeme that 

as a precious medicine, and an ineſtimable ie well 

that yath ſuch ſtrength and _ in it , that 


IAIN GRE incomparable a 
treaſure, Fozifwe ——— — 
* 
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diſeaſes ofthe body: much moꝛe will wee eſteeme 
that Weh hath like power ouer the ſoule. And be⸗ 
cauſe wee might bee better aſſured, both toknowe 
and haue in readineſſe that ſo pzofitable a reme⸗ 
die: hee, as a moſtfaythfull and louing teacher, 
ſheweth him ſelfe both what it is, and where wee 
may ſinde it, and howe wee may vle and applie it. 
Foꝛ when both he and his diſciples were grieuoul⸗ 
ly accuſed of the Phariſes to haue defiled their 
ſoules, in bꝛeaking the conſtitutions oftheelders: 
becauſe they went to meate and waſhed not their 
handes befoze , accozding to the cuſtome of the 
Jewes : Chꝛiſt anſwering their ſuperſtitious com⸗ 
playnt , teacheth them an eſpectall remedie howe 
to keepe cleane their ſoules: Giue almes (ſapthhe) 
and beholde, all thinges are cleane vnto you. He tea- 
cheththem, thatto be mercifull and charitable in 
yelping the pooze, 1s the meanes to keepe the ſoule 
pure andcleane inthe ſight oZ God. we are taught 
thereloꝛe by this, that mercifull almes dealing is 
pꝛolitable to purge the ſoule from the infection and 
filthie ſpots of ſinne. The ſame leſſon doeth the holp 
Ghoſt alſo teache in ſundꝛp places of þ Scripture, 
ſaying, Mercifulneſſe and almes giuing purgeth from 
all ſinnes, and deliuereth from death, — ſuferech not 
the ſoule to come into darkeneſſe. A great confidence 
may they haue befoze the high God, that ſhewe 
mercie and compaſſion to them that are afflicted, 
The wile Pꝛeacher the ſonne of Sirach confir- 
meth the ſame when he ſayeth, That as water quen- 
cheth burning fire, euen ſo mercie and almes reſiſteth 
and reconcileth ſinnes. But here ſome will ſay vnto 
me, It almes giuing, and our charitable woozkes 
to wardes the pooꝛe, bee able to waſh away ſinnes, 
to reconcile vs to God, —— 3 
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of damnation, and make vs the ſonnes and heires 
of Gods kingdome : then is Chꝛiſtes merite defa- 
ced, and his blood ſhed in vaine: then are wee iuſti⸗ 
fied by woꝛkes, and by our deedes may we merite 
heauen: then doe we in vayne beleeue that Chꝛiſt 
dyed koꝛ to put away our ünnes, and that he roſe 
foꝛ our iuſtiſication, as Saint Paul teacheth. But 
pe ſhal vnderſtande dearely beloued) that neyther 
thoſe places of Scripture befoze aleadged, neyther 
any other godly andlearnedman(whentheyinex- 
tolling the dignitie, pꝛolite, kruite andeffect of ver- 
tuous and liberall almes, doe ſay that it wacheth 
away ſinnes, a bꝛingeth vs to the fauour ot God) 
doe meane that our wooꝛke and charitable deede, 
is the oꝛiginal cauſe ot our acceptation befoze God: 
oꝛ that fo2 the dignitie oꝛ wozthineſle thereof, our 
ſinnes be waſhed away, and we purged and clenſed 
of all the ſpottes ol our iniquitie, (foz that were in 
deede to deface Chꝛiſt, and to defraude him or his 
— but they meane this, and this is the vnder⸗ 
nding or thoſe and ſuch like ſayings, Chat God 

of his mercy and eſpeciall fauour to wardes them 
whomehee hath appoynted to euerlaſting ſaluati⸗ 
on, hath ſoofferedhis grace eſtectually, and they 
haue ſo receiued it fruitefully, that although by 
reaſon of their ſinnetull liuing outwardly, they 
ſeemed befoze to haue bene the childꝛen ol wꝛath 
and perdition: yet nowe the ſpirite of God 
myghtily wooꝛking in them vnto obedience of 
Gods will and commandementes, they declare by 
their outwarde deedes and lyfe in the _ of 
mercy and charity (which can not come butofthe 
ſpiriteof God, and his eſpeciall grace) that they 
are the vndoubted childzen of God, appoynted to 
euerlaſting lite. And ſo, 2 their 9 
4 1 5 : nz 
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x vngodly lyuing, they ſhewed them ſelues accoꝛ⸗ 
ding to thetudgementofmen, which followe the 
outwarde appearance, to be repꝛobates and caſta- 
wayes : So nowe by their obedience vntoGods 
holy will and by their mercifuineſſe and tender pt- 
tie (wherein they ſhewe them ſelues to bee like 
vnto God, who is thefountayneand ſpꝛing of all 
mercy) they declare openly and manifeſtly vn- 
to the light of men, that they are the ſonnes of 
God, and elect of him vnto ſaluation. Foz as the 
good fruite is not the cauſe that the tree is good, 
but the treemultfirit bee good, befoze it can bꝛing 
koꝛth good fruite: ſothe good deedes of man, are 
not the cauſe that make the man good, but hee is 
firſt made good by the Spirite and grace of God, 
gebenen eee eee dee 
ai . as 
— fruite doeth argue the goodneſſe of the tree: 
doeth the good and mercitull deede ol the man 
argue and certaynely pꝛooue the goodneſſe of him 
that doeth it, accozding to Chaiſtes ſaying, Yee 
ſhall knowe them by their fruites. The meaning of 
theſe ſapinges in the Scriptures, and otherho- 
ly wꝛitings: Almes deeds do waſh away our ſinnes, & 
mercy to the poore dorh blot outour offences, is, that 
we doing theſe things accoꝛding to Gods wil a our 
duety, haue our ſinnes in deede waſhed away g our 
offences blotted out, not foz the woꝛthines ok them, 
but by the grace of God which wozketh all in all, 
— —.— God hath made to them 
that are obedient to his tommaundement, that he 
which is the truth might be tuſkified in 
the truth due to his pꝛomiſe. Almes deedes do 
away our ſinnes, becauſe God doth vouchlafe then 
to repute vs as cleane and pure, when we doe 2 


of Almes deedes. 


foz his lake, and not becauſe they deferue oꝛ merite 
our purging,92 ſoꝛ that they haue anyſuch ſtrength 
and vertue in themſelues. The gody do learne that 
when the Scriptures lay that by good and merct- 
full wozkes we are reconciled to Gods fauour, we 
are taught then to knowe what Chailt by his inter⸗ 
ceſſion and mediation,obteineth foz vs or his father, 
when we be obedient to his will, yea, they learne in 
ſuch maners of ſpeaking,a comfoztable ent 
of Gods (linguler fauour and loue, that attributeth 
that vnto vs, and to our doings, that he by his 
ſpirite woꝛketh in vs, and thzough his grace pꝛo⸗ 
cureth foz vs. And yet this notwithſtanding, they 
crie out with Saint Paule, Oh wretches that we 
are, and acknowledge (as Chꝛiſt teacheth) that 
when they haue all done, they are but 
ſeruants. And with the bleſſed king Dauid in re⸗ 
ſpectofthe iuſt iud ts of God, they dotremdle 
and ſay, Who ſhall bee able to abide it Lorde, ifthou 
wilt giue ſentence according to our deſertes. Thus 
they humble themlelues, and are exalted of God: 
they count themſelues vile, and of God are counted 
pure and cleane:they condemne themſelues and are 
tuſtified of God: they thinke themſelues vnwoꝛ⸗ 
thy of the earth, and of God are theught worthy of 
heauen. Thus ot᷑ Gods woꝛd are they truely taught 
how to thinke rightly ol mercifull dealing of almes, 
and of Gods eſpeciall mercie and goodneſſe are 
made partakers of thoſe fruites that his wozde 
hath pzomiſed. Let vs then followe their examples, 
and both ſhewe obediently in our life thole wozkes 
of mercie that we are commaunded,and haue that 
right opinion and iudgement of them that we are 
taught, and we ſhall in like maner as they de made 
partakers,and feele . and W —— 
. 
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followe ſuch godly lining. So ſhall we knowe by 
pꝛoofe, what pꝛoſite and commoditie doeth come of 
giuingalmes, and ſuccouring of the pooze. 


ST he third part of the Homilie 
of Almes deedes, 


C haue already heard two parts ot 
Wy. 2 this treatife of Almes deedes. The 
FUN firlt,howepleaſant and acceptable 
eme God the doing of themis. 
Che ſecond, how much it behoueth 
Fay 0/4/84 bs, andhow profitable it is to ap⸗ 
——= plyour ſelues vnto them. owe in 


mercitull, and what fruites and commodities doth 
come to them by it:they wiſh very gladly with them 
ſelues, that they alſo might obtaine theſe benefites,# 
be counted ſuch of God, as whom he would loue oz 
do fo2, But pet theſe men are with greedy conetoul- 
neſſeſo pulled backe, that they willnotbeſtowe one 
halfepenp, oz one ſhiue of bꝛead, that they might bee 
thought woꝛthie of Gods beneſites, and ſo to come 
into his fauour.Foꝛ they are euermoꝛe fearetull and 
doubting, leſt by often giuing, although it were but 
a litle at a time, they ſhoulde conſume their goods a 
o impoueriſh themſelues, that euen themſelues at 
the length, ſhoulde not be able to liue, but ſhoulde be 
Dꝛiuen to begge, and liue ol other mens almes. And 
thus they ſecke ercuſes to withhold themſelues from 
the fauourof God, a chole with pinching couetoul⸗ 
ne 
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nes. rather to leane vnto the deuill, then by charita⸗ 
ble mercikulnes, either to come vnto Chꝛiſt, oꝛ to ſuł᷑⸗ 
fer Chꝛiſt to come vnto them. Dh that we had ſome 
cunningandſkilfullPhyſition , that were able to 
purge themofthiso peſtilent an humoz, that ſo ſoꝛe 
infecteth, not their bodies but their mindes, and 
by cozrupting their ſoules bungeth their bodies and 
ſoules into danger ok hell fire, 
Howe, leaſt there be any ſuch among vs (dearely 
beloued) let vs diligently ſearche foꝛ that Phyſition 
which is Jeſus C hilt, and earneſt iy labour, that of 
his mercyhce will truely inſtruct vs, and giue vs a 
pꝛeſent medicine againſt ſo perilous a diſcale,Year= 
ken then, whoſoeuer thou art, that feareſt leſt by gi⸗ 
uing to the pooze thou ſhouldeſt bzing thy ſelle to 
beggery. That which thou takeſt from thy ſelfe, to 
beltow vpon Chaiſt, can neuer be conſumed a wa- 
ſted away. herein thou ſhalt not beleeue me: But 
if thou haue faith, and be a true Chꝛiſtian, beleue the 
holy Ghoſt, giue credite to the authoꝛitie of Godg 
woꝛde, that thus teacheth. Foz thus ſayth the holy 


Ghoſt by Salomon: He that giueth vnto the poore, Frou. s. 


ſhall neuer want. Men ſuppoſe that by hoozding and 
laying vp ſtill, they ſhall at the length be riche: and 
that by diſtributing and laying out, although it be 
fo moſt neceſſary # godly vſes, they ſhalbebzought 
to pouertie. But the holy Ghoſt which knoweth all 
trueth , teacheth vs another leſſon contrary to this. 
He teacheth vs, that there is akinde of diſpending, 
that ſhal neuer diminiſh the ſtocke, and a kinde of ſa⸗ 
uing, that ſhal bꝛing a man to extreme pouertie. 

Fo: where he ſaith that the good almes man ſhal 
neuer haue ſcarcitie, he addeth: But he that turneth 
away his eyes from ſuch as be in neceſſitie, ſhall ſuf- 
fer great pouertic himſelſe. Mr 58 different then, 

| tt, is 


T he third part of the Sermon 
is the —— man, from the iudgement of the 


The holy Apoſtle Paule, a man full ot the holy 
Ghoſt, # made pꝛiuie cuen of the ſecret will of God, 
teacheth, that the liberal almes giuer, ſhall not ther⸗ 
by be impoueriſhed. He chat miniſtreth (ſaith he) ſeed 
vnto the ſower, will miniſter alſo breade vnto you for 
foode, yea, he wil multiplie your ſeede, and increaſe the 
fruites of your righteouſnes. Ye is not content heere 
to aduertiſe them, that they ſball not lacke: but hee 
ſheweth them allo after what ſo2t God wil pzoutde 
koꝛ them. Euen as he pꝛouideth ſeede foꝛ the ſo wer, 
in multiplying it, and giuing great increaſe: ſo will 
he multiply their goodes a increaſe them, that there 
ſhall be great abundance. N 
And leſt we ſhoulde thinke his ſayings to be but 
woꝛds and not truth, we haue an example therot in 
the third Booke of kings, which doth confirme and 
ſeale it vp as a moſt certaine truth. The pooxe wi⸗ 
do we that reteiued the baniſhed Pꝛophet of God 
Elias, when as ſbe had but an handful of meale in a 
veſſell, and a little oyle in a cruſe, wherot ſhe would 
make a cake fot her ſelfc # her ſonne, that after they 
had eaten that they might die,becauſe in that great 
famine there was no moꝛe foode to be gotten: yet 
when ſbe gaue part therof vnto Elias, and defrau- 
ded her owne hungrie belly, mercifully to relieue 
him, ſbe was ſo bleſfed of God, that neither p meale 
no: the oyle was conſumed, all the time while that 
famine did laſt, but thercof both the Pꝛophet Elias, 
ſhe, and her ſonne, were ſufficiently nouriſhed a had 


pnough. 

Oh conſider this example. ye vnbeleeuing a faith- 
leſſe couetous perſons, who diſcredit Gods woꝛde, 
and thinke his power diminiſhed. This pooze wo⸗ 

| man 
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man in the time of an extreme and long dearth, had 
but one handfull of meale, and a little cruſe of oyle: 
her onely ſonne was readie to periſh befoze her face 
fo: hunger, and ſþe her ſelfe like to pine away: and 
yet when the poꝛe Pꝛophet came and aſked part, ſhe 
was ſo mindlull ot᷑ mercifulneſſe, that ſhe foꝛgat het 
owne miſerie, and tather then ſhe would omit the 
occaſion to giue almes,and wozkea woꝛke of 
righteouſnes, ſhe was content preſently, to hazard 
her owne,andherſonneslike, 
This pooꝛe and ſilly widowe, neuer caſt doubtes 
a in al her miſerie, what want ſhe her ſelfe ſhuld haue, 
| ſhe neuer diſtruſted the pzomiſethat God had made 
vnto her by the Pꝛophet, but ſtraight way went a- 
> bout to relieue the hungry pꝛophet of God, yea, pꝛe⸗ 
kerring his neceſſitie befoze her owne. But we, like 
bnbeleuing wꝛetches, befoze we wil giue one myte, 
we will caſt a thouſand doubts of danger, whether 
that will ſtand vs in any ſteade that we giue to the 
poo: e, whether we ſhould not haue neede ol it at any 
othe r time our ſelues, a whether it would not haue 
bene moze p2ofitably beſtowed other wayes . So 
4 that it is not moze hard to wzencha ſtrõg nayle (as 
the pꝛouerde laith) out of a poſte, thẽ to wꝛing a far⸗ 
thing out of our fingers. There is neither the feare 
noꝛ the loue of God bekoze our eyes, we will mote e⸗ 
| ſteeme ampte,the we either deſire Gods kingdome, 
oz feare the diuels dungeon. Hearken therefoꝛe ye 
mercileſſe miſers, what will be the ende of this your 
vnmercifull dealing. As certainely as God nourt- 
ſhed this pooꝛe widow in the time of famine, and in⸗ 
| creaſed her litle ſtoꝛe, ſo that ſhe had inough and felt 


93 


no penury, when other pined away: ſo certainly ſbal 
God plague you with pouertie in p middes of plen⸗ 
| tic. Then when CG and be fedde 
| lit, to 
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to the full,you ſhal vtterip waſt and conſume away 
your ſelues, your ſtoꝛe ſhalbe deſtroyed,your goods 
pluckt from you, all your glozy and wealth ſhall pe⸗ 
riſh: and that which when you had you might haue 
entoyed yourſelues in peace, and might haue be⸗ 
ſtowed vpon other molt godly, ye ſhal ſecke with ſo 
rowe and lighes,x no where (hall finde it. Foz your 
vnumercifulnelſe towardes other, ye ſhall finde no 
man that will ſhewe mercy towards you. Bou that 
had ſtonie hearts towards others, ſhall finde all the 
creaturesof God toyouwardes as hard as bꝛaſſe a 
vꝛon. Alas, what furie # madnes doeth poſleſſc our 
minds, that in a matter of trueth ⁊ certainty we wil 
not giue credite to the truth teſtiſping vnto? which 
is molt certaine? Chꝛiſt ſayth, that it wee will firſt 
ſecke the kingdome of God, ⁊ do the woꝛkes of righ- 
teouſnes therof,we ſhal not be left deſtitute, al other 
things ſbalbe giuen to vs plenteouſly. Nay ſay we, 
IJ will firſt looke that J be able to liue my ſelfe , and 
be ſure that I haue ynough foz me and mine, and it 

haue any thing ouer, J wil beſtow it to get Gods 

uour, and the pooꝛe ſhall then haue part with me. 
See, Jp:ayyou, the peruerſe iudgement of men. 
We haue moꝛe care to nouriſh the carcaſe, then we 
haue feare to ſee our ſoule periſh. And as Cypꝛian 
laith, nohileſt we ſtand in doubt leſt our goods faile, 
in beyng ouer liberall, we put it out ot doubt, that 
our life and health faileth, in not being liberal at all. 
Whileſt we are carefull fo: diminiſhing ofour ſtock, 
we are altogether careleſſe to diminiſh our ſelues. 
We loue Mammon, ⁊ looſe our ſoules. Me fearelcaſt 
our patrimonie ſhould periſh from vs, but we feare 


not leſt we ſhoulde periſh foz it. Thus doe we per⸗ 


uerſly loue that we ſboulde hate, and hate that we 


ſhould loue. Me be negligent, where we ſhoulde be 


carefull, 
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carefull, andcarefull, where weneede not. This 
bapne feare,to lacke our ſelues if we giue to 5 pooꝛe, 


is much like the feare of childzen and fooles, which 


when they lee the bꝛight glimring ol a glaſſe, they do 
imagine ſtraightway that it is the lightning, and 


pet the bꝛightneſſe ok aglaſſe neuer was the light⸗ 
ning. Euen lo when we imagine that by ſpending 
vpon the pooꝛe, a man may come to pouertie, we ate 


caſt into a vaine feare:foz we neuer heard noꝛ knew. 
that by that meanes any man came to miſerie, and 
was left deſtitute, and not conſidered of God. Nay 
we reade to the contrary in the ſcripture, (as I haue 
beloze ſhewed, and as by infinite Teſtimonies and 
examples may be pꝛoued) that whoſoeuer ſerueth 
God faithfully and vnfainedly in any vocation, God 
wil not ſuffer him to decay, much leſſe to periſh. The 


holy Ghoſt teacheth vs by Salomon, that che Lorde Proe. 


will not ſuffer the ſoule of the righteous to periſh for 
hunger. Ind therefoꝛe Dauid ſaycth vnto all them 
that are mercifull, O feare the Lorde ye that bee his 
ſaintes, for they that feare him want nothing. The lions 


doe lacke and ſuffer hunger, but they which ſeeke the 


Lord, ſhall want no maner of thing that is good. hen; Reg. 


Elias was in the deſert, od fed him by the miniſte⸗ 
rie ofa Rauen, that euening and moꝛning bꝛought 
him ſufficient victuals. hen Daniel was ſhut vp 
in the lyons denne, God pꝛepared meate foꝛ him, and 
ſent it thither to him. And there was the ſaying ot 
Dauid fulfilled, The lyons do lacke and ſuffer hunger, 
but they which ſeeke the Lorde, ſhall want no good 
thing. Foz while the lyons which ſhould haue bene 
fead with his fleſh , roared foz hunger, and dellre of 
their pꝛay, whereof they had no power, although it 
were peſcut befoze them: he in the meane time was 
freſh fed from God, that ſhoulde with his fleſb — 
c 
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fllled the lyuns. Somightily doeth God woke to 
pꝛeſerue and mayntaine thoſe whome he loueth, ſo 
carefullis he allo to feede them, whoin any ſtate oz 
vocation doe vnfaynedly ſerue him. And ſhall wee 
now thinke that he will be vnmindefull of vs, if we 
be obedient to his wozde , and actoꝛding to his will 
haue pitie vpon the pooze? He giueth vs all wealth, 
befoze we doe any ſeruite fo it: And will he ſee vs to 
lackeneceſſaries, when we do him true ſeruice? Can 
a man thinke that he that feedeth Chꝛiſt, can be foꝛ⸗ 
ſaken of Chiſt, and left without foode? Oꝛ will 
Chailt deny earthly things vnto them, whome hee 
p2omileth heauenly thinges foz his true ſeruice? Jt 
can not betherefoze (deare bzethzen) that by giuing 
of almes, we ſhould at any time want our ſelues, oz 
that we which relieue other mens neede,ſhouldour 
ſelues be oppꝛeſſed with penurie. It is contrary to 
Gods woꝛde: it repugneth with his pꝛomiſe: it is a- 
gainſt Chꝛiſtes pꝛo and nature to ſuffer it: it 
is the craftie ſ ofthe deuill to perl wade vs it. 
Wherfozelticke not to giue almes freely, and truſt 
not withſtanding, that Gods goodneſle will mini⸗ 
ſter vnto vs ſuſficientie and plentie, ſo long as wee 
ſhall liue in this tranſitozie life, and after our dayes 
here well ſpent in his ſeruite, and the loue ot our bze- 
thꝛen, we ſhalbe crowned with euerlaſting glo⸗ 
tie, to raigne with Chzilt our Sauiour 
in heauen: to whome with the Fa⸗ 


